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REVOLUTION IN THE ARCTIC 


There is no word in the Eskimo language for ''economics", 


This is just one reason why it's difficult for any of the 11,000 of 
Canada's Eskimos to understand the strange new forces now 
surrounding them, But Eskimos don't think in the abstract. Their 

= world is everywhere concrete and immediate. There is food or there 
is no food, In adversity and success they tend to take things as they 
come. And this is just as well, for they are at the center of the 
Revolution in the Arctic. 

The absorption of our Arctic frontier is more compressed 
in time, more expanded in space than any such national process that 
Canada has known. In our past, the excitement of change was centered 
in the border lands, Young Canadians of the future may be surprised 
to learn that the C.B.C. was not on hand when Jacques Cartier landed 


on our shores, In the mid-twentieth century it was, and so were 


writers, film crews, administrators, scientists, business men anda 


modest tourist traffic, A century ago a trader-explorer might, on 


( returning from his voyages, announce the discovery of rivers as long 
Y as the Ottawa, of islands as big as Great Britain, and the purchase 
of 5,000 bales of fur. To-day the Arctic trader may listen by radio 


to fur quotations on the Montreal market, and receive authority to 
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In a sense, this marks the end of the frontier, but in a 
much more important sense it marks the sharing of the frontier by the 
few who live in it with the many of us outside. 

There are many things we southerners are beginning to 
learn about the northern third of Canada -- the endless wealth, and 
what it may mean to us and to a world crying for minerals; the 
problems of transportation; the difficulties of knitting together one of 
the most sparsely settled regions on earth; the responsibilities we have 
to a northern people who now look to us to guide the forces which they 
cannot comprehend, 

To one of these people, let me give the name of Paul 
Tookaluk, Two years ago Paul lived in the western Arctic, in igloos 
in winter, in a canvas tent in summer. He caught seal and caribou, and 
trapped the white fox. From these skins and their family allowance, his 
total cash income might average about $600 a year, with which he would 
buy ammunition, flour, tea, some other store foods, some materials 
to supplement his family's skin clothing, His cxistence was marginal. 

This had been the pattern for a long time, but not for 
always. Once there had been no trader, and so all food and clothing 
and housing had to come from the land, Ferhaps game was more 
plentiful in those days before the rifle, but it was harder to come by, 
and if the hunter failed there was no family allowance, no relief, and 
no outside knowledge of his plight. There was starvation, 

In recent years, there had been no starvation, there had 
been little luxuries his ancestors never knew, but Faul Tookaluk 
sensed that things were not good in the land, The white fox no longer 
brought the price it once did, and he could not grasp the laws of supply 
and demand in the clothing industry of Montreal or New York. The 
caribou were disappearing and he didn't know why. Government 


relief was welcome to a hungry family, but he could not be expected 
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to weigh the social cons equences of dependence on handouts, 

Then, two years ago, Faul went to work at a site on the 
Distant Early Warning Line. The revolution in his life had started. 

He was strange to the idea of a job -- first of all to the idea of time 
to starting and stopping work by a clock, to staying in one place. He | 
lived in permanent buildings, ate store food; and dressed entirely in 
white man's clothes, There was a fascination in the new machinery. 
He learned quickly, he was accepted; And he found he had money, 
two or three thousand dollars a year}; plus his food and fuel. 

This was more than money} it was an added status, an 
independence the Eskimo had not known since the first white men began 
to run his life generations before, The new mid-twentieth century 
Eskimo was lucky, but his children would be luckier still. They had 
schools where they could learn tc read, write, and discover new worlds 
in books denied to every older Eskimo, Faul's sons might grow up to 
be hunters, and this would please him, but they might also walk in his 
footsteps, going much farther than he could go, For the first time 
Eskimos would have a choice in their future, a simple and compelling 

freedom almost wholly unknown until now in Canada's Arctic. 

This spring, Paul Tookaluk faced yet another cataclysm 
in his private world, He was offered the chance to go "outside" with 
other Eskimos to study vehicle mechanics and basic English. But he 
learned far more than these. He lived in the white men's homes and 
was accepted in his community. He learned something of the rest of 
Canada and began to realize that his homeland too stretched from sea 
unto sea. 

This was a time of immense personal excitement. Airplanes 
had long been common place to him, but as he was driven from Edmonton 
Airport to the school at Leduc he exclaimed in wonder "It is wonderful, 


you know this is the first time I see a car". And as they drove on in 
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this voyage of discovery, he banged the window and shouted "Look, 
look, trees, you know I have not seen a tree", 

And Faul stared in delight at the row of telegraph poles 
along the prairie road, 

The adjustments are amusing, exciting: they are also 
tough, These people need constant guidance, but even more they need 
encouragement to take their lives into their own hands. The formation 
of their own Eskimo Councils has been one of the aoe of their 
development. 

Although the whole Arctic is in the grip of change, only 
about one-tenth of the Eskimo population has so far made the complete 
transition to wage employment, More will do so as more jobs are 
created. The mines will soon eclipse Defence projects as employers 
of Eskimos. For the Eskimos not taking jobs there are other outlets 
-- cottage industries, handicrafts, seal skin tanning, the collection of 
eiderdown, boat building, and, of course, there are remarkable stone 
carvings which now brings them an income of nearly $100,000 a year. 

For many years, the majority of Eskimos will still live 
off the land, though not as their fathers did, With fewer hunters, 
better equipped, the search for depleted game will be eased, Wildlife 
surveys by air are an immediate help; conservation measures and 
population shifts are long term solutions already begun. 

Industrial birth on the grand scale, onan es in individual 
lives -- these are just two aspects of the Canadian Arctic in 
revolution, Bits of the story are scattered in every part of Canada, 
In an office where town planners give a sense of order, economy and 
satisfaction to the new communities of the north. Ina Bay St. board 
room where decisions are being made to bring fruitful life to the 
empty barrens. In an Ottawa office where social workers, teachers 


and administrators spend long evening hours debating the consequences 


iF eae A ? v 2S ¥ = 7 ~ 


ms E A x ¢ ‘ 

; r ae i gens Rages, Big asia agen ee yi 

= i iB.c fn Re oR ne ip nme se See $- eB a Aca, Re 4 meni 
‘ al | ee 5 a i 


= = ia es * ane ec Fe: ‘ Pitas. 4 r Sore. Mf : § oo " aie vm aw = coe pag sa Bap A ee pan 
Z 4 ae a te i , 


pe a ee ee 


2 


own Bes bee dae Sr 


is Gisere eiess Gee ge Reon hae Siege <a PS : eB aes BP me nen Be 
ee eee eee = ot ime * Gee : aS i : 
vitae ae 


aa~ 82> cae abe 


ds ae Ys 


dome foi Be 


od bali teampdpnsy 78” 


er oa BE wine 


ri al pe 
Bien Bon Sue 


een aie BAH *: : ‘ ‘ : : e : 4 2 . Brio me cog" a 
ee a ih Pease Be fe sae dee | a ae yee 4 ’ 4 uae © 4 : 3 2 3 aes ai Wee vate a c es a os 4 nf oll nen in 
eit. sg lee a tm Yeu | eee Y : Paice 
h 2 t i em ed 


een g ‘athe eke ake 7 ae . : tn Boa ay is it : sie ee ae? Gee Pe as a ; ; ; a is — ; ee en Oe a i Me as Oe RO FON ee Po 
An iar oper rae gee 7 We oot) AR Se 4 % s 4 5 Sh 4 a ee * 4 3 : 4 x _ 7 er ities sain - > a a peta = : aie e b 
F a al je ‘ ‘ . 

Goninon. rare Hamm, 


a: wate gr EO 


Lalor Bans eve Bi 
? nee ie 


£ ‘ 4 & ’ 


+9 ee x 


Raa eee Sos 
YEE re a ee Oe 
7 iy ES OF some SF = ; 


* “ ES 
ee ee eee eo 
os Vs Tae 
z A é 
een 
we fortes “bm oe Sn tae 
3 i 

7 < ba 


aeons 


ta iy 
nage Se arms 


= pen Bee 
? 3 


Rage aes APS Lage seal alls acs Sali as ha a 2 
or Zz " Fine On BB ce hee er 25 y A 
ial gota cohen Bene, EP ni We Soe ~ sie ger. + 
al ‘ x * ; : eee see ; ee 
F < - ‘ bs St : eB ” 2 * “ ‘ Ure Sa pes. 
: z < rez : g we Foe ey F 


t3 


~~ R 


hah Pies Ae “Ay Oe Ss 
fe 9 ee en Be 
Face : : 


¢ 
; 
3 
i 
} 
$ 


aL 
aw 
\ 
A 


* x ie 
oni Wire ue) Wien oe wt Gee 


{4 
al 
Sa) 
; 


£ 
se 
4 
Ae Te 
j 
“4 


no 


a) 
Ei 


‘ 


q 
— 


3 lis Als aE a : 
ap eae OR | teers (one I 
Pg pei er ee ee 


; & 
wg 


z 


4 


a hal 


a 


a 


pe 
an 
ee 


aa at et 


a 
& 


sta 


pee 


af oak 


pees 


eh a 


a5= 


of a new approach to Eskimo training. In a Canadian Embassy abroad 
where material is sought to find lessons from other lands in which 
primitive and modern societies have met. In a kitchen late at night 
where a Civil Servant's wife watches patiently as her husband plays 
a hunch in mixing Arctic moss and paste to form a new approach to 
housing Eskimos in comfort and economy. Ina southern hospital 
where the cloudy lines of X-ray films are painting the picture of 
gradual success in the fight on northern disease. In a large city 
hotel where men and women gather to discuss the national revolution 
centered in their north. In an Arctic hut where Eskimos gather to 
discuss their problems and thus set in action reserves of human 
resources almost untouched while the nation looked east and west and 
south -- anywhere but north. 

At the center of the revolution are the Paul Tookaluks 
grasping for something new and strange and better. We know that 
what they seek is a higher material standard of life, wider opportunities 
for their children, a new human dignity -- in short, the benefits and 
responsibilities of Canadian citizenship. 

It may take a generation or two for our Eskimo citizens 
not only to achieve their goals, but to understand them, When they do, 


the revolution will be complete and all of us will be the richer. 
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